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Ve he: temoving of the Ground of yealoulie anc ee 
| ae moors oving both Magiftrates and People in Z eS 
pee the Kingdoms,concerning Warsand Fightings.. ae + 
Ey And alfo fomething in Anfwer to that Claufeof the — 
_* Kings late Proclamation which mentions the | 

re - § QUAKERS, :t0 clear them from the Plot 
and Fighting, which therein is mentioned, gy ope 

| eae « athe clearing their innocencyy pate 
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pe. © his Ditlieations was given unte ies Ki ing wen the ay 


cA a “the 11th. Month, 1660. ape 


= Air Principlets, and our Brattices ‘aie always been, 
| to feek peace, and enfue it, and to follow after 
ALF > righteoufnels, and the knowledge of God,fecking 
B) s.r the Good :and Well-fare, and doing that which 
3 tends tothe peace of All, Wee know that Warres and 
_ Fightings proceed from the Lufts of .g¥en, as Jam: Ge T5253. 
out of which Lufts the'Lord hath redeemed uss And fo -— 
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—— Fivesor eftates)arifeth from the luft. All bloody Principles & 


he Occafion of Warsthe Occafion of which War,and the 
it felf( wherein enviousmen,who arelovers of them- __ 
ves more than lovers of God, lult,kil, &defir € tohave mens . 


“”, 


Pradtifes we(as to our own particular do utterly deny, with 
all outward Wars, and Strife, and Fightings wi thoutward — 


Weapons, for any end; or under any pretence: whatfoever, 4 


and this is our Teftimony to the whole World.- - : 
‘ And whereas it is objected; Pe a 
But although you now fay, That you cannot Fight, nor take : 
up Arms at all,yet if the Spirit do move you, then yon will change 
your Principles and then you will (ell your Coat, and ma Swords» 
and Fight for the Kingdom of Chrifh.. -- <-% ge 
Aiton, As for this, we fay to you, that Chriifaid-to 
Peter, Put up thySword ix his place: Though he had faid before, 
he thathad no Sword, might fel his Coat and buy one( tothe 
‘fulfilling of the Law and Scripture) yet after when hehad 
bidhim put ic up, he faid, He that taketh the Sword, [hall pers 
ih with the Sword; And farther, Chrift faid to Peter , Think- 
eft thou that Icannot new pray to my Father, and he hall prefent - 
Ly give me more then twelve Legions of Aagels? And this might 
fatisfie Peter, Luk.22.36 after he had putup hisSword,when 
he faid to-him, He that took, it, (hould peri(h by it, which fatis- _ 
fieth us, A7at,2.6.§.1552,53. and in the Revelations it’s faid, — 4 
He that kills withthe Sword, hall perifh with the Swordsand- here 
2s the Faith and the Patience of the Saints; and fo Chrifts King- 
dom is not of this World, therefore do- not: his-Servants 
Fight, as he told P:/ate the Magiftrate , who crucifiedhim: = - 
And did they not fook upon Ghrift asa raifer of Sedition? aq 
And did nothe fay, Forgivethens? Butthusicis,thatweare 
numbredamongft Tranfgreffors ,.and numbred amongit = 
Fighters, that che Scriptures might be fulfilled. 
That Spirit of Chrift’by which we are guided,isnot change-_ 
able,fo as once ro. command us from a thing as evil, & again 
to move unto it; And we do certainly know,and fo teftifleto — 
the World; that che Spirit of Chrift whichleads us into all 
Truth, will never move us to fight and. war again{t any man 


with outvvard Weapons,neither for the Kingdom of Chrift, = 
? 4 -e + pind . t f . ‘ » et 

nor forthe Kingdoms of thisWorld.) -) Weta “am 
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righteoufnels , not by might, nor by Power of outward Sword, 
but by my Spirit, faith the Lord, Zech,4.6. So thofe that ufe 
any Weapon to fight for Chrift or for the eftablithing of his 
Kingdom or Government , both the Spirit, Principle and 


- Pradtice in that we deny. 


Secondly, And as for.the Kingdoms of this World ; we 
‘cannot cover thers; much Iefle can wee fight for 
them. but wee do earneftly defire and waite, That 


(by the Word of God’s Power, and its effe@ual opera- 


tion in the hearts of men ) the Kingdoms of this World 
may become the Kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Chrift; 


that he might Rule and Reignein men, by his Spirit and | 


Truth; that thereby all people out of all different Judge- 
ments and Profeflions, might be brought into love and uni- 
ty with God, and one with another;and that they might all 
come to witnefs the Prophets words, who faid, Matrox (hall 
wot lift np Sword agdinft Nation, neither {hall they learn War 


ay more, \fa.2.4. Mich,4.3. 


So we, whom the Lord hath called into the obedience of 
his Truth, have denyed Wars and Fightings, and cannot again 
any morelearnit: And thisis acercain Teftimony unto alk 
the World, of the truth of our hearts in’ this particulars 
That as God perfwadeth every man’sheart. to believe , fo 


- they may receive it; For wehavenot(asfomeothers)gone 
about cunningly with devifed Fables: » Nor have we ever — 


denyed in Practife what we have profefs’d in Principle, but 
infincerity and truch, and by the Word of God have we la-. 
boured td be made manifeft unto all men; that both weand 
our waye: might be witneffed in the hearts of all people: 
And whereas all. manner of Evil hath been falfly {poken 


of us, We hereby (peake forth the plain Truth of our 


hearts,to take away the occafion of that offence, that fo we 
being innocent, may not fuffer for other mens offences, nor 
be made a prey.upon by the wills of men, for thatof which 
we were never guilty; but in the uprightnelie of ‘our 
hearts; we may, under che Power ordained of God; for the 
punifhment of evil-doers, and for the praife of them 
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Becaule the Kingdom of Chrift, God will exalt ac- — 2 
cording to his promife, and caufe it to grow and flourifh in © : 
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well, live a pedctable and godly life, in all godfiriefs and 
nefty; for although we have alwayes faffer’d, and do now 
more abundantly fuffer yet we know.thatit’s.for righteonfs © 
nels ate Weemeasreaine 1s this, the Teftimony of our Cons 
. ciences', that in fimplicity and godly. fiucerity, not with flelbly. : 
a soiftobe: but. by. hata of God >» we have had our C a : 
+ fationinthe world, 2 Gor, 1.12. Which for us is a Witnefs, - 
for the convincing of our Enemies. *For° this. we canfayto ~~ 
-, allthe World; We havewronged 20 mans per fon or poffeffions; 
<- wehave ufed x0 force, nor violence againf anyman, we hava 
Sais ~~ been found in #0 Piots, nor Suilesioe” Sedition; whenwehave === 
ee been wronged, we have not fought to revenge our felves,we re 
Ss PANS bave not made refiftance againft ‘Authority ; but wherein * 
, : - we could not obey for Confcience-fake, we have fufferede- © 
venthe moftof.any people inthe Nation: we have been — 
accounted as Sheepe for: the. flanghrer, perfecutedand des 
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i fpifed, beaten, ftoned, wounded, ftocked, whipped, impris. 3 

: foned, haled out of Synagogues, caft.into Dungeons and iz 

a noifome Vaults, where many have-dyedin bonds, {hut up ee 
Om from our Friends, denied needful Suftenance for many 
Re. dayes together, with other thé Jiké’eruelties; andthe caufe 

3 of all this our fufferings,is not for any evil , but for things. a 
Ve sclating to. the Worlhip of our God, and in ‘obedience = 

Be: to his Requirings of:us, + For! which Camfe' wee : (halt Ks 

Bak. | freely give up) our Bodies afacrifice {rather then difobey the = 

Boe Lord: For we know, asthe Lordhathkeptusinnocent, fo 

a ‘fhe will plead our Caufe, when there is none in the Earth to. a & 

as . “plead it; So we in obedienceuntohis Truth, donotlove 

ae our livesuntothedeath , that we may do his Wil; and a 

. _ wrong io manin our generation, but fecke the Good and 4 

a Peace of all mén > And he that hath commanded usi,’Tha. ~ i) 

Bees we (hall not {wear at all» Mat. 5,34. hath alfo Commanded | | 

L us, That we (rall not kill, Mat'5. So that we can neither ky 

eee men, Nor {wear for, nor againftthem. And this isboth our 

P Principle and Practife , and hath been'from the beginning. 

? So thar if we fuffer, as fufpected to take up Armes, or make 

war againit any,ic is without any ground from us; for ir nei+ 

theris, nor ever was in our hearts fince we owned the truth 

| of Gods neither Mhall we ever do.itbecaufe it is contrary ed 
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Apoltles , even contrary to him for whom we fuffer 
things, and endure all things. = 


-s* And whereas men come againft-us with Clubs, Staves, 


raion Swords, Piffols cock't, and do beat 5 cut and abufe us, 


yet we never refilted them; butto them our Hair, Backs, 
and Cheeks have beenready, but itis not an honour to- 


‘Manhood, nor Nobility to ran upon harmlefs people, 


’ who lifenot up a hand againft them, wich Arms and Wear 


pons, . ; Br ire ae te eae a 
Therefore confider thefe things, ye men of Underftand- 
_ing : For Plotters, Raifers of Infurrections, Tumulcuous 


~ ones, and Fighters,running with Swords, Clubs, Staves and 


Piftols oné again another, Wefay, Thefe are of the World, 


and hath its foundation from this Unrighteous World; 


from the foundation of which the Lamb hath been flain, 
which Lamb hath redeemed us from this unrighteous worlds 
And we are not of it, but are Heirs of a worldin whieh 
‘there isno End,‘ andof a Kingdom where no corruptible 


- thing enters : “And out Weapons are [piritual, and nor Car~ 
nals yet Mighty through God, tothe plucking down of thefrrong 


_ holds of fin & Satan,who is Author of Wars,Fighting {Murder 
and P/ots: and our Swords are broken into Plow-(bares, and 
Speirs into. Pruniag-hooks » as Prophefied of in Adicah 4, 
"Therefore we cannot learn War any more, neither rife up 
againft Nation or Kingdom with outward Weapons:though 
you have niimbred us among ’the Tranfgreffors and Ploc- 
ters, the Lord knows our Innocency herein, and will plead 
our Caufe with all Men and Péople upon Earth, ac the day 


_ of their Judgment,when all men fhall have a reward accor- 
'_ ding to their works.” ; 


Therefore iz love we warn you for your Souls good; 02 


to wrong the Innocent, nor the Babes of Chrift, which hee 


hath in his Hand, which he cenders as the Apple of his 
Eye; neither feek to deftroy the Heritage of God ; inei- 


ther'turn your Swords backward, upon fach as the Law was. 
not made for; 1.¢,the Righteous, bucfor the Sinners and 


Tranfgreflors; to keep themdown. Forthofleare not the 
Peace-makers, neither the Lovers of Enemies; neither can 
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- - they overcome Evil with Good, who wrong them that bee 

Friends to You, and All Men,and with Your Good,and the 

— . good of all people on the Earth. Ifyouopprefsusastheydid — 

the Childrenof J/rae/in Egypty: and if you Opprefs us as - qi 
they did whenChri? was born,&as they did theChriftians in F 
the Primitive times,we can fay,The Lord forgive you:& leave 
the Lord to deal with you, and not Revenge our felves.And_ 

if you fay as the Council faid.to Peter and John, You muft 

| 4 {peak no more inthat Name, and if you ferve us as they fer- ' 

3 _ _- wed the Three Children, {poken of in Daaiel, God is the fame 

Res Se ~ aseverhe was, thaclivesfor ever andever, whohaththe ~ - 

Innocentin his Arms, Ms a hay Ch ay 
; Oh Friends ! offend not the Lord,and his Lutle Oxes; nei-. 
. 7 ; ther affli& his People; But confider, and be moderate, and 


\ ‘ 
2 


{ 


do not run haftily into things, but mind, and confider AZer- © 
cy) Fujtice, and Fadgment; that is the way for you to pro- 
{per, and get the favour -of the Lord, Cur Meetings were 
{topped and broken up in the dates of O/izer, in pretence of 
Plotting againft him; and in the daies of the Parliament, and - 
% | Committee of Safety, wee were looked upon as Plotters to 
eae | bringin KING CHARLES; and now weare called. 
| Plotters againt- KING CHARLES, Oh that men 
fhould lofe their Réeafon , and go contrary to their own: 
Confcience, knowing that we have fuffered all things, and’ 
have been accounted Piotters all aleng,chough we have de-: 
clared againft them both by word of mouth and Printing,&. 
are clear from any fuch things, though we have fuffered all. 
along becaufe we would not take up Carnal Weapons to 
fight wichall againftany; and are thus made a prey upon, 
becaufe we are the Innocent Lambs of Chrift, and cannot a-, 
venge our felves. Thefe things are left upon your Hearts 
toconfider. But weare out of all chofe chings, in che pati- 
ence of the Saints,and we know, that as Chrilt faid, He rhat. K 
takes the Sword fhall perifh with the Sword, Mat. 26.52, Revel. 
13,10. cers mee 
34 This us given forth fro the People called Quakers, to 
fatupie the King and Hs Council, aid all thafe that 
have any Jealoufie concerning Us, that all occafien of 
' Sufpition may be taken away, and cmv Innocency 
3 Clear ede . Given ~ 
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George Fox  Gervard Roberts Henry Fell 
Rich. Hubberthorn john Belton Fohn Hinde — 
John Stubbs.» \ Leonard Fell. ~~ Fobn Furley, jun. 


Francis Howgill. ~ Samuel Exfher. Thomas Moors 
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T Hough we are numbred with Plotters inthis late Proclama- 
tion, and put iz the md'ft of them, and numbred amongft 
Tranfereffors, and fo have b.ex given up to all rude, mercile(s 


_ men, by which our Meetings are Broken up, in which we edified one 


another 1n our holy Faith, and prated together to the Lord that 


lives for every yet he is our pleader for us inthis Day ,. the Lord’ _ 
_ faith, They that feared his Name,ipoke often together, as ix. 


Malachy, which were as his Fewels : And for this caufe, and no 
Evil-doing, are we caft into Holes, Dungeons, Houfes of Corre 
étion, Prifons 5 they {paring neither eld nor young, men nor womens 
and juft fold.to all Nations, and made a prey to all Nations, ander 
pretence of being Plotters, fo that all rude people run uponus to 
take poffeffion 5 for which we fay, The Lord forgive them that 
have thus done to us, who doth, and.will enable us to fuffer, And 
never [hall we lift up ahand againft any man thar doth thus ufe 
ws: But that the Lord may have Mercy upon them, that 
they may confider what they have done: .For how is is 
hardly poffible for then to requite-us, -for the wrong they have: 
done tous ? Who to all Nations have founded us abroad as Plot = 
ters, who were never found Plotters againft anyPower or Man upon 
the Earth, fince we kuew the life and power of Fefus Chrift mani- 
fefted in us, who hath redeemed us from the world, and all works 
of Darkue{s, and Plotters that bein it; by which we know our E- 
lettson before the world began. Some fay, The Lord have mercy 
upon our Enemies, and forgive them, for that they have done nn= 
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Given forth under our Names,éin the behalf of the whole == 
~~. body of the Elec People of God, who are called Quakers, 
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: oh all Plots, Infurrethions and Riotous msectings we do de 
deeds of darknefs, knowing themto be of the Divel the murth 
+ hich weinChrift hich was before they were triumph overthe 
Gall Wars &Fightings with Carnal weapons we do deny who hay 
the Sword of the Spirit’: And all that wrong us,we leave them t 
the Lord 5 and this is to clear our Innocencie from that Alpe 
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